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Damaro project
Data management rollout for Oxford

DataFinder as the 
key service for 
RDM at Oxford



The challenges

Main areas
1. Metadata
2. User interface design
3. Harvesting and interoperability

A solution that serves:
1. A wide variety of data sources
2. A variety of data consumers



By mharrsch http://www.flickr.com/photos/mharrsch/8331229082/

Absolute perfection?



1. Metadata

• Mandatory fields
• Minimum core set
• Context specific
• Tuned to circumstance

• Discipline specificity

• Subject headings
• Ease of record creation

• Additional details

• Manual deposit only
• + DataCite core

• Discipline agnostic
• XML files
• Common standards

• FAST + Keywords
• Auto complete
• Harvest
• Sell the benefits

Aspect Pragmatic solution



Minimum mandatory metadata (manual)



2. User interface design

1. Look and feel & branding
2. User journeys
3. Administrative functions







Record status



Populating DataFinder
 Ref: institutional publications repositories
 Lack of existing sources
 Sell the benefits 

 ‘Create once, use many times’
 Citation
 Visibility
 Impact

 Mediated service
• Questionnaire approach
• Aim for ‘good enough’ metadata for citation



Outstanding Challenges 

• Obtaining rich, high quality metadata
– Aim for good enough
– Encourage rich metadata to generate interest and impact

• Culture change
– Academics
– PGRs

• De-duplication
• Sustainability
• Measuring impact 

– Will take time
• Integration with other systems 

• eg Oxford DMPOnline [WIP]



DataFinder Technical 
Architecture V1.1
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3. Harvesting & 
interoperability
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