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Why is the tool needed and what does it do?

Data Management Plans and DMPonline
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What is a Data Management Plan?

A short plan that outlines: 

• what data will be created and how

• how it will be managed (storage, back-up, access…)

• plans for data sharing and preservation
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Why develop a DMP?

DMPs are often submitted with grant applications, but are useful 
whenever researchers are creating data.

They can help people to:

• Make informed decisions to anticipate and avoid problems 

• Avoid duplication, data loss and security breaches 

• Develop procedures early on for consistency

• Ensure data are accurate, complete, reliable and secure

• Save time and effort to make research easier!



A web-based tool to help researchers write data 
management plans

A short history

• Launched in April 2010 at the Jisc conference

• Released v.2 in March 2011 with extra functionality

• Released v.3 in April 2012 with revisions in light of the      
DMPTool and work from the Jisc MRD programme

• Released v.4 in December 2013, incorporating major changes 
from evaluation

• Bi-monthly release schedule now to add features                 

What is DMPonline? 



Main features in DMPonline

• Templates for different requirements (funder or institution)

• Tailored guidance (funder, institutional, discipline-specific etc) 

• Ability to provide examples and suggested answers

• Supports multiple phases (e.g. pre- / during / post-project)

• Granular read / write / share permissions

• Customised exports to a variety of formats

• Shibboleth authentication for single sign-on



How the tool works
Click to write a 
generic DMP

Or choose your 
funder to get their 
specific template

Pick your uni to add 
local guidance and 
to get the uni
template if there 
isn’t a funder one

Choose any additional 
optional guidance



Answering questions

Notes who has answered 
the question and when 

Progress bar updates how 
many questions remain



Co-writing DMPs

Sections are locked for editing 
when they’re being worked on 

by colleagues



Exporting plans

Choose what to export, set fonts 
and pick from a variety of formats:
pdf, txt, docx, csv, xml, html, json, 



Customising DMPonline
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Tailoring the tool to gather info and present available support



Overview of customisation options

• Add your own template(s)

• Add questions to other templates

• Add custom guidance

• Add dropdowns options, examples, suggested 
answers...

• Brand the tool (coming soon)



Organisations can add DMP template(s)



Provide examples and suggested answers



Dropdown options and default styles



You can have more than one template

You may want to provide different templates for different 
audiences or different funding calls / programmes



And templates can have multiple phases

This encourages researchers to actively update the Data 
Management Plan throughout the project

Phases



Earlier versions of templates are retained

Version 1 Outline DMP now unpublished

Version 2 of the Outline DMP currently in use



Guidance in DMPonline

Guidance 
for each 
question

Specific 
guidance for 
the question

Themed 
guidance by 
organisation

Themed 
guidance 

from other 
sources



Themes used in the tool
• Existing Data

• Data Description

• Data Format

• Data Type

• Data Volumes

• Data Capture Methods

• Documentation

• Metadata

• Data Quality

• Ethical Issues

• IPR Ownership and 
Licensing

• Data Security

• Storage and Backup

• Expected Reuse

• Discovery by Users

• Method for Data Sharing

• Timeframe for Data Sharing

• Restrictions on Sharing

• Managed Access Procedures

• Data Selection

• Period of Preservation

• Preservation Plan

• Data Repository

• Responsibilities

• Resourcing



Organisational guidance

Guidance can be added by theme (to apply across 
the board) or can be written for specific questions

Themed guidance Specific guidance

Guidance that is presented 
whenever researchers are asked 

about storage and backup

Guidance that pertains to 
MRC question 7 only



Guidance can be set at multiple levels

Options to have guidance at 
organisation and ‘unit’ level 

e.g. by discipline, group, 
department, institute…



Admin interface demo
Allows you to add your own templates/guidance and view users



More information

Customising DMPonline
www.dcc.ac.uk/news/customising-
dmponline-admin-interface-
launches

http://www.screenr.com/PJHN

Get the code, amend it, run a local instance, flag issues, request features... 
https://github.com/DigitalCurationCentre/DMPonline_v4

http://www.dcc.ac.uk/news/customising-dmponline-admin-interface-launches
http://www.screenr.com/PJHN
https://github.com/DigitalCurationCentre/DMPonline_v4


Thanks for listening

DMP guidance, tools & resources:

www.dcc.ac.uk/resources/                         
data-management-plans

Follow us on twitter:

@digitalcuration and #ukdcc #DMPonline

http://www.dcc.ac.uk/resources/data-management-plans

