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DISC-UK DataShare: Building capacity for  
institutional data repositories

A JISC-funded Repository Enhancement  
Project (March 2007-March 2009) 

The DataShare project’s overall aim is to contribute to new models, 
workflows and tools for academic data sharing within a complex and  
dynamic information environment which includes increased emphasis on 
stewardship of institutional knowledge assets of all types; new  
technologies for doing e-Research; new research council policies and 
mandates; and the growth of the Open Access / Open Data movement.  

The project seeks to build capacity of institutional repositories in UK 
Higher Education to respond to the unique requirements of research  
datasets. The project is based upon the existing informal collaboration of 
DISC-UK members for improving their data libraries and models of social 
science data support. The DataShare project will bring academic data  
libraries in closer contact with institutional repository managers and will 
develop new forms of cooperation between these distinct groups of  
information professionals within academic environments. It will identify 
training needs for both groups, particularly librarians unfamiliar with  
support of research data. 

 

Data creation, collection, 
repurposing: Partnerships 
between researchers & 
support services with subject 
expertise; informed by domain 
standards and guidelines 
relating to formats, metadata, 
version control, etc.

Data processing, 
management and curation:
Data are transformed, 
cleaned, derived as part of the 
research process; curators 
identify ‘partnering moments' 
to capture content for 
documentation and 
description. Staging 
repositories offer curatorial 
workspaces.

Data sharing and 
distribution:
Repositories ingest and 
manage research outputs; offer 
federated searching, redundant 
storage, access controls; 
scholarly publications linked to 
data.

Data preservation, 
dissemination & long term 
stewardship: 
Repositories and data archives 
provide preservation services 
such as format migration and 
media refreshment; dataset may 
survive a period of disinterest 
before being rediscovered.
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• Reluctance to forfeit valuable research time to  
prepare datasets for deposit, e.g. anonymisation, code 
book creation

• Reluctance to forfeit valuable research time to  
deposit data

• Datasets perceived to be too large for deposit in IR
• Concerns over making data available to others  

before it has been fully exploited
• Concerns that data might be misused or 
 misinterpreted, e.g. by non-academic users such as 

journalists
• Concerns over loss of ownership
• Concerns over loss of commercial or competitive  

advantage
• Concerns that data are not complete enough to share
• Concerns that repositories will not continue to exist 

over time
• Concerns that an established research niche will be 

compromised
• Unwillingness to change working practices
• Uncertainty about ownership of IPR
• IPR held by the funder or other third party
• Sharing prohibited by data provider as a condition of 

use
• The desire of individuals to hold on to their own  

‘intellectual property’
• Concerns over confidentiality and data protection
• Difficulties in gaining consent to release data

• The repository submission process can guide the  
researcher through the process of data description to 
create a formal record of the dataset

• IRs provide a suitable deposit environment where 
funders mandate that data must be made publicly 
available

• Deposit in an IR provides researchers with reliable  
access to their own data for future use

• Deposit of data in an IR, in addition to publications, 
provides a fuller record of an individual’s research

• Metadata for discovery and harvesting increases the 
exposure of an individual’s research within the  
research community

• Where an embargo facility is available, research can be 
deposited and stored until the researcher is ready for 
the data to be shared

• Where links are made between source data and 
 output publications, the research process will be  

further eased
• Where the Institution aims to preserve access in the 

longer term, preservation issues become the  
responsibility of the institution rather than the  
individual

• A respected system for time-stamping submissions 
(such as the ‘Priority Assertion’ service developed by 
R4L) would provide researchers with proof of the  
timing of their work, should this be disputed 

Barriers to Sharing Benefits to Deposit in an Institutional Repository (IR)

Adapted from H. Gibbs. DISC-UK DataShare: State-of-the-Art Review. University of Southampton: September, 2007.

 Repository Experience of Project Partners

 Data Sharing Continuum Barriers and Benefits

 Partnerships in the Data and Research Lifecycles

http://www.disc-uk.org/datashare.html 
Email: disc-uk@ed.ac.uk 


