
DCC and the University of Liverpool Information Day:  
Institutional Repositories 

4th of December 
 
 

Introduction 

Institutional Repositories are crucial to the dissemination of digital assets produced at universities and 

colleges. Trust that these Institutional Repositories are sufficiently robust to ensure the long-term availability 

of digital assets is fundamental.  The DCC collaborating with the University of Liverpool Libraries organised 

an Information Day on Institutional Repositories, concentrating on long-term preservation and the audit and 

certification process critical to trust.   

Presentations 

After Hugh Corley described the work of the DCC and the fundamental issues underlying digital curation, 

Shirley Yearwood-Jackman, the University of Liverpool Institutional Librarian, gave the event local context.  

Shirley explained the relevance and appropriateness of digital preservation to Institutional Repositories.  This 

was followed by an outline of the preservation policy principles currently being developed at the University 

of Liverpool.  These principles balance best practice of digital preservation and curation with the need to 

limit barriers to access of the information and the concerns of stakeholders.  She highlighted the importance 

of management and that these principles are best dealt with during the pre-ingest and ingest phases.  Shirley 

aims to develop the Liverpool Institutional Repository into a trusted digital repository and she described 

some of the criteria necessary for this objective to be accomplished. 

Andrew McHugh developed this theme of trusted digital repositories during his presentation on audit and 

certification.  Laying down the foundation for the pilot audits that the DCC is carrying out using the RLG-

NARA Audit Checklist for Repository Certification, Andrew explained the international efforts and in 

particular the RLG-NARA work.  He gave examples of the different repositories that have been audited to 

date and how this process is performed.  As these are pilot audits this is providing information about the 

strengths and weaknesses of the audit process.  Andrew then publicised the DCC risk analysis based self-

assessment toolkit that will be available early next year.  

Maureen Pennock described the essential nature of digital curation and institutional repositories and 



launched the Repository Support Project (RSP).  Maureen gave an overview of Institutional Repositories 

theory including a general discussion of the value of preservation.  She then examined some of the more 

practical issues of software, tools and resources, best practice and policy, workforce and finally costs and 

legal issues.   

The Discussion 

The questions and discussion throughout the presentations were lively and the concluding panel discussion 

continued in this manner.  To retain as many of the discussed themes as possible they have been drawn 

together from both the closing discussion session and incorporated highlights of some of the discussion that 

occurred over the course of the day.   

One of the issues discussed was the role of commercial industry in digital curation and institutional 

repositories.  This was particularly relevant as at least one of the participants uses a commercial provider for 

their Institutional Repository.  What would happen to the data if the company folded or changed hands?  Are 

the companies preserving this data and if so what does that mean?  Commercial role as software provider 

was also brought under scrutiny.  Shirley raised the issue of what the software is already doing that could be 

useful for the long-term preservation.  She also urged that we should leverage software developers to assist 

with the metadata workload.  

Concerns about the legal issues were raised.  There was concern about accepting deposits from non-

copyright holders.  The discussion also touched on the issues of authors negotiating licensing agreements 

with publishers permitting the retention of copyright.   

While this event allowed the attendees to cover a variety of different curation and Institutional Repository 

issues there are no doubt more issues and questions than could be addressed.  All attendees were encouraged 

to join the DCC’s Associates Network and forum.  Finally, the role of the DCC and the RSP as collators of 

best curation and preservation practice was highlighted.  
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