Experiments in data discovery: adapting library practices

Background

Adopting an evidence-based approach of user needs, we
developed a pilot to enable discovery of disparately held
research datasets along side British Library content. User
testing confirmed the suitability of the approach to meet
user needs and expectations.

To move the pilot to a long term service, ensure its
sustainability and longevity, and improve discovery with
controlled terms and names, we needed to assess the
feasibility of cataloguing datasets into the Library's
Integrated Library System (ILS), based in Aleph. There
were three steps to this assessment:

1. Mapping Metadata to MARC

Mapping the intitial Dublin Core fields to MARC and
cataloguing according to AACR2 involved fields that our
digital cataloguing team weren't familiar with, such as
geographical and temporal coverage (of the data).

This process had to confirm whether interpretation of
MARC fields could include this information.
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A user survey during the pilot confirmed the metadata that users need when searching
for and evaluating data, confirming the fields we needed to keep in mapping to MARC.

500 datasets on environmental change, biodiversity and neglected
tropical diseases are now catalogued and available via explore.bl.uk. The
continuing aim will be to monitor sustainability of the service and
investigate metadata harvesting from third parties, including DataCite.

This work shows that it is possible to use current library systems to
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From top-bottom, left-right: The new workflow for selection and cataloguing of
datasets; dataset MARC record, admin info removed and ‘new’ fields highlighted;

ViewShare visualisation showing over half the dataset records have spatial coverage,
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provide discovery for externally held content and datasets, and current
library practices can be adapted to meet that goal. The expertise and
experience of current staff is still well matched to the aim of providing
discovery of research datasets alongside traditional library content
without the need for a separate tool to do so.

LEFT: Results of regular URL checks result in updates ranging from an updated URL
to creation of a new record. This represents changes to 19% of all records selected.
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2. Cataloguing Dublin Core records into ILS

A small number of Dublin Core records were manually
keyed into the ILS to test and fine tune the mapping
and ensure records looked sensible.

Subject experts supported cataloguers in understanding
fields that were new to them and interpreting and
incorporating them into AACR2 rules. Subject experts
also required support from cataloguers, to understand
the AACR2 requirements and how these related to what
users would see in each record.

3. Cataloguing new dataset records into the ILS

Finally cataloguers entered completely new dataset
records into the ILS without subject support.

As well as demonstrating the new process would be
practical, this allowed us to test the workflow from
selection to cataloguing, and prove that cataloguing
datasets is within the current expertise of cataloguers.

Usage is a factor in success, and despite the small pilot
size, has remained consistent over time with users going
on to view datasets.
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* Datasets may change or disappear without notice, so
our next challenge is maintaining accurate records.
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