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Agenda

• Who is DANS?

• Peer review pilot study: What we did

• What we got

• What it looks like

• What now?



About DANS

• Promote sustained access to digital research data

• Data archiving in Social Sciences and Humanities

• On-line repository “EASY” for self-archiving



About DANS

• Explore and research new approaches 
to providing access to data

• Enhanced Publications

• International research infrastructures



Data quality at DANS EASY

• Check at deposit
– Data expert examines data as it comes in

– Metadata, data set and sources are checked

– Correctness is up to depositor

• Extend peer reviewing to data in their own right

• Engage our users
– There are 8000 of them

– What do they think about our collections?



Pilot: What we did

• Selected a target group
– People who have downloaded data from October 2009 onwards

• Set up a simple questionnaire using 
SurveyMonkey

• Sent out 1937 e-mail invitations

• Asked for a rating 1-5 and comments on data set 
and website



What we got

• Response: 279 out of 1937 (14,4%)

Researchers

Students

Policy Makers

Other



What we got: Data set
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What we got: Data set

• “Quality = Comprehensiveness + Accessibility”

• 91% would recommend the data set to others

• 51% assigned tags to the data set



What we got: Research

• Goal:

• 69% find the data set helpful for research question

• 16% have used the data set for a publication

• 58% intend to use it for (another) publication 

Research

Study or education

Out of interest

Miscellaneous



What we got: Website
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Showing the results







What did depositors say?

• “I like those scores!”

• “Any tips on how to improve my rating?”



Results

• What we sought:
– Basic ratings for various data sets

– Estimate of feasibility of ratings in repository

• What we got:
– Rather positive feedback

– Diminishing “deposit-and-forget” effect

• What you did matters to others

• People are willing to share their experiences

– Many new questions…



So...

• Turn pilot into a structural data review process

• How to present qualitative feedback and tags?

• Critical mass versus harassment

• How to grow it into a community platform?
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Questions and suggestions

Marjan Grootveld – marjan.grootveld@dans.knaw.nl

http://easy.dans.knaw.nl

http://datareviews.dans.knaw.nl/?l=en&/

http://dans.knaw.nl/en/content/categorieen/publicaties/dans-
studies-digital-archiving-5


