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Training Program Summary 

• Explores theoretic content, discussion and 
activities in Research Data Management in 
connection with a real-world data context 

• Integration of immersion (practicum) with 
theoretic and teaching components 

• Pilot run at University of Melbourne to test the 
feasibility of the concept developed by UKOLN 



Thematic Structuring 
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How we delivered 



Program Evaluation 
• Changing nature of responses between evaluation 

stages 

• Issues of structure: 
– Time commitment 

– Perceived value deriving from Certification  
“… it felt more like an accredited course than training.” 

– Theory versus practical knowledge 

• Content and structure of activities: 
– Emphasis on problem-based learning 

– Case study evolving throughout the training course 

– More group work, less individual learning 



Subjective Observations & Reflections 

• Level of previous knowledge: 

– Cannot start with data novices 

– In Australian context, most librarians are data novices 

• Program best suited to researchers: 

– Demonstrated most evidence of ability to implement 
learning to their data context 

• The tail end made shortcomings clear 

• Need for vested interest in Research Data 
Management  to sustain motivation 



Subjective Observations & Reflections 

• Impact 
– At the conclusive phase of pilot: 

• Change potential within immersive research environment 

• Heightened awareness of research data management 
issues in immersive research environment 

– Post-pilot: 
• Participants spreading the word upon return to work 

environment (sharing experience & learning with 
colleagues, flagging gaps, raising awareness, identifying 
opportunities) 

• Participants engaging Research Data Management experts 
at University Library in training events and workshops  



Where to now? 
• 2013 training materials released on CC licence shortly – 

check at: www.immersiveinformatics.org 

@Melbourne: 

• Package ImmersiveInformatics Mark II for Researchers 
and research assistants in 2014 

• Develop a Pre-immersiveinformatics program for targeted 
Subject Librarians in 2014. 

• Build RDM roles for Subject Librarians via meaningful 
activities within the Research Data Consultation process 
with researchers and graduate researchers. 

@Pitt: 

• Integrate immersion in iSchool Info Science programs 

http://www.immersiveinformatics.org


Questions & more information 

www.immersiveinformatics.org 

 

annams@unimelb.edu.au 

leo.konstantelos@unimelb.edu.au 

elyon@pitt.edu  

 

www.library.unimelb.edu.au/digitalscholarship  
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