[ILLINOTIS

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN

Center for Informatics Research and Scholarship

A

Envisioning and Enacting

NCAR

NATIONAL CENTER FOR ATMOSPHERIC RESEARCH

a Coherent Organization-Wide View of Data

Karen S. Baker!, Matthew S. Mayernik?, Cheryl A. Thompson?, Eric Nienhouse3, Steve Williams*, Steve Worley3

lUniversity of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, Graduate School of Library & Information Science
National Center for Atmospheric Research, 2NCAR Library, 3Computational & Information Systems, “Earth Observing Laboratory

Amidst discussions of open data and national
coordination, there is also need for organization-
centric discussions about scientific data and data
management.

The NCAR/UCAR case provides an example of envisioning and
enacting community-building activities and organization-wide
communication over the past 20 years to increase coordination
and develop more coherence of data services across NCAR/
UCAR. These data activities are embedded within an evolving IT
infrastructure with each coordination effort constrained by very
different technologies.

This study informs current data sharing efforts by
focusing on internal alignment and coordination
within organizations. The evolution of an intra-
organizational understanding of data — beyond
the individual research lab or project — is a critical
enabler of increased data integration and
discovery across organizations.

At the National Center for Atmospheric Research
(NCAR) and its parent organization the University
Corporation for Atmospheric Research (UCAR), data
collections began in the mid-1960’s with individual
labs and divisions providing their own data tools and
services.

This work demonstrates alignment not as a one
~ time event but as an iterative, ongoing process of
envisioning & enacting.
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Data Stewardship & Engineering Team, a formally
recognized, cross-cutting group

Scope: Scientific data stewardship

Intended Outcome: Common discovery of resources
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