Using Islandora multi-sites to sustain faculty digital humanities projects: Collections U of T
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What are DH faculty needs?* What Collections U of T offers Collections U of T: the parent site

Collections U of T is the Islandora “parent site” of the Collections U of T service. The site enables the preservation,
management, and discovery of collections from library and archives departments at U of T, as well as DH projects man-
aged by faculty and librarians. Digital collection objects range in format - from images, video, audio, books,
manuscripts, and binary data. All digital object content is stored in one FedoraCommons repository.
http://collections.library.utoronto.ca
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Description

The Thomas Fisher Rare Book Library houses the Department of Rare Books and Special Collections including books, manuscripts and other materials. The
i named in honour of Thomas Fisher (1792-1874), who came from Yorkshire to Upper Canada in 1821 and settled by
ist mill, and played an active role in the public life of the community. In 1973 his great-grandsons, Sidney and Charles
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Transform: built in XSLTs; re-purpose objects Create or Receive: create or
into digital exhibits, timelines, and maps through receive digital objects through
Drupal, Omeka, and other tools. metadata ingest forms or
batch import options.

Shakespeare, various twentieth century authors, and the etchings of the seventeenth century Bohemian
rary has grown to approximately 700,000 volumes and 3000 linear metres of manuscript holdings. For a
downloadable brochure giving an outline of our holdings please see http://fi library.utoront it il i r_brochure.pdf
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Sustainable tools to meet DH

faculty needs

Our solution: Collections U of T, a repository
multi-site service using the Islandora platform.
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Title

Library multi-sites DH project multi-sites

Collections U of T allows us to leverage one repository to build
multi-sites for library digital collections, such as the Thomas Fisher
Rare Book Library and the Canadian Necrology sites, as well as
DH research projects. Drupal multi-sites allow our department to
re-use Drupal themeing work, such as the U of T branded theme
displayed on the Fisher site and edited for use on the Canadian
Necrology site.

http://necrology.library.utoronto.ca/
http://fishercollections.library.utoronto.ca/

The Project for the Study of Dissidence and Samizdat is a repository of
Soviet Samizdat Periodicals. It is currently under development by U of
T faculty member, Ann Komaromi. The Collections U of T service ena-
bled our department to provide repository services for the project. It is
now sustainably preserved through the Collections U of T digital
curation life cycle. Development of DH assets, such as an interactive
timeline, are made possible for the project through the use of Drupal
and Islandora tools.

Collections U of T
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import options

ingest, digital Preserve include Zip File,
objects are stored DOI, EndNote

in FedoraCommons. PubMed. or RIS
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Preservation Action: Built in community-developed
preservation tools, such as Checksum, Checksum
Checker, PREMIS, and Baglt.
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