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Capturing the experiment record  
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Capturing the experiment record and 
the metadata to go with it  



Generation of metadata 

Curation @ source 



Photo credit: (Adapted from) Chang W. Lee/The New York Times 



Metadata Use in LabTrove ELN 

ÅHigh-level rather than specific 

Å5ƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ΨǘƘƛƴƎǎΩ 

ÅMetadata anxiety and other 
problems 

 



ELNs can provide a structured 
environment for recording 

information  
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But is that 

good or bad?  



Using templates 

ÅStandard 
structure  

ÅGet what we 
ask for.. 

 

.. but some 
potential 
problems 

9 



Capturing the right information  

Perspectives Cues 

Photo credit: Jack Zalium  



Conditions used in the study 

Free recall Change perspective Cues 

Photo credits: Mike McCune & Andre_44 



ΨtǊƻŦƛƭŜΩ ŎǳŜǎ 

Locations People Equipment 

Activities Other objects Other 



Analysis 

Word-type Topic categories Themes 



Free recall 

Photo Structured text Unstructured text 



Free recall results 

	

	

	



Photo Structured text Unstructured text 

Photo Structured text Unstructured text 



/ƻƳǇŀǊƛƴƎ Ψ!ǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΩ ŀƴŘ ΨtǊƻŦƛƭŜΩ 



/ƻƳǇŀǊƛƴƎ Ψ!ǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΩ ŀƴŘ ΨtǊƻŦƛƭŜΩ 



/ƻƳǇŀǊƛƴƎ Ψ!ǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΩ ŀƴŘ ΨtǊƻŦƛƭŜΩ 



Ψ!ǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΩ ŀƴŘ ΨtǊƻŦƛƭŜΩ ǿƻǊŘ ǘȅǇŜǎ 



Ψ!ǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΩ ŀƴŘ ΨtǊƻŦƛƭŜΩ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ 



Themes - Photograph 

Event 

People 

People: activities, 
feelings, 

appearance  

Equipment  

Instruments  

Location  

Technology 

Activities 

Other 
objects 

More terms, 
more objects, 
more personal 
opinion and 

guesses 



Themes ς Structured text 

Ingredients 

Activities 

Event 

Instructions 

Taste  
Personal  

Recipe 

Search 
suggestions  

Origin of 
dish  

Hungry! Could 
I do this? Who 

would like 
this? 

opinions 

formats, websites, 
tips 

People 

Equipment  

Location  
Activities 

Other 
objects 

More terms, 
more objects, 
more personal 
opinion and 

guesses 

Includes activities 
not present in 
the text and 

more descriptive 
terms 



Themes ς Unstructured text 

Activities 

Instructions  

Equipment 

Instructions  
Personal  

Search 
suggestions  

opinions 
Memories & 

imagined event 

Activities as 
search strings 

formats 
formats, websites, 

tips 

People 

Location  

Other 
objects 

Locations ς 
buildings & 

rooms but also 
parts of guitar or 

the car 

More descriptive 
terms. More 

personal opinion 
and guesses 

 


