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Difficulty accessing 

datasets 

Heavy users of large, external 

datasets (e.g. census, national 

health surveys, Medicare) 

Difficulty working with 
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Lack of knowledge about 

institutional licenses  
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Current population health focus 

•Maintaining functionality as catalog expands 

in scope 

 

•Increase in subject domains  
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Existing metadata schemas 

•W3C Data Catalog Vocabulary 

 

•Dryad Metadata Schema 

 

•DataCite Metadata Schema 

 

•NPG’s Scientific Data 
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Strategy over purity 

•Need to describe both external and internal 

datasets 

 

•PubMed: search link vs article link 

 

•Local Experts = external data only 

 

•Authorship 
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STRATEGIES 
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Give the people what they want 

•Focus on external datasets first 

 

•Deal with internal datasets in the future 

 

•Add functionality wherever possible 
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Building a community of users 

•External datasets form a strong core 

 

•Initial internal datasets will be within similar 

domains to external datasets 

•Department of Population Health 

 

•Aiming for scope creep 

•Clinical research data 

•Social science data 

•Basic science data down the road… 
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Promotion and Scalability 

PROMOTION 

•Integrated with other systems  

     (e.g. Main Library Catalog, Profiles RNS) 
 

•Linked to from multiple websites  

     (e.g. Library, CTSI, DataCore) 

 

SCALABILITY 

•Researcher upload of datasets 
 

•More curators? 
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Maintenance 

•Add researcher information feeds 

•Faculty Data Mart 

•HR feeds from main campus 

 

•Add archival record type 

 

•ORCID for all researchers by Spring 2015 
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Exciting/New Opportunities 

•Collaborate with NYU main campus librarians 

•Ingest datasets from their researchers 

•Display catalog entries in main library catalog 

 

•Integrate catalog entries into Profiles Research 

Network software 

 

•Align data catalog efforts with BioCADDIE 

national Data Discovery Index development 

 

•Collaborate with DataCore to describe clinical 

research datasets and EHR analysis datasets 
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Thank you! 
kevin.read@nyumc.org 

alisa.surkis@nyumc.org  
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