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What does it mean to produce 
FAIR data in the humanities?



Tiny Data: What’s in a Name?

“Data are big or little in terms of what can be done with them, what 
insights they can reveal, and the scale of analysis required relative to 

the phenomenon of interest.”

- Christine Borgman, 2015 (6)

Borgman, C.L. (2015). Big Data, Little Data, No Data: Scholarship in the Networked World. 
Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.

‘Tiny Data’ are at the core of traditional and contemporary humanistic 
inquiry, reflecting scholars’ critical engagements with texts, images, 

sound, and performance.



Context: Digital Humanities at 
Vanderbilt University





Phase 1: Bringing Together a 
Community









Phase 2: Establishing a 
Curriculum



Fall 2017 Topics

- What is Tiny Data?
- Scalability: Making Digital 
Humanities Data Modular
- Digital Project Methodology, 
Data vs. Metadata
- Collaborating on a DH 
Project: Who/What/When/ 
Where
- Data vs. Interface
- Interactivity and Audience
- Sustainability & DH: Making 
Data Wills

- Bring Your Research (Data) 
Workshops



Phase 3: Producing Tangible 
Deliverables



Collaborative Data Wrangling



Takeaways



Lessons Learned

- Need to define FAIR data for the humanities

- Success through focusing on research questions, not data curation 
methods

- Redefining librarianship as data consultancy



Next Steps



Towards a Community of Data Curation
Practice for Humanists
- Make the community self-sustaining

- Tiny Data documentation for humanists

- Rethink what FAIR humanities data look like and the potential impact 
on humanities researchers’ ideas of reproducibility in their fields

- Teach liaison librarians how to find, and encourage engagement with, 
existing datasets
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