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Considerations

Data stewardship considers the management of research
data throughout the whole data life-cycle as well as the
entire research process and beyond its publication.
Ultimately, data stewardship supports the publication of
datasets, which are findable, accessible, interoperable,
and reusable, as specified by the FAIR principles.
Quality standards and respective assessment criteria
for both data stewardship and research data as

the product of the stewardship are still

open issues, even though it is

expected by the European

Commission that an average of

5% of research expenditure is

spent on properly stewarding

and managing data.
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Data Stewardship

Embedded data

stewards in selected

research projects will

serve as a human link

between researchers

and the self-assessment

framework. They will assist
researchers with improvement

tasks and an ongoing evaluation

of their research data management
practices. At the same time, an
extensive catalog of quality criteria for
RDM practices, which are the core of the

framework, will continuously be developed, applied

and enhanced. Through direct community engagement
and close collaboration between researchers and data
stewards, quality standards for specific aspects of
research data management covering the whole life-cycle
will be developed from a genuine bottom-up perspective.
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Agile self-assessment

In this proposed project, an agile self-assessment
framework in order to monitor research data management
(RDM) practices and to define discipline-specific and/or
research project specific quality criteria for research data
management and data stewardship will be developed. Self-
assessment strategies encourage researchers to critically
reflect on their own practices and to continuously develop
and improve their data practices, guided by self-
described improvement intentions. The
framework will be developed as an
Open Source tool which will
help researchers to define
individual goals and action
plans depending on their
specific needs.

Results

Experiences

from the PARTHENOS

project drew attention

for a need for a

community driven

research data quality

management, which

considers the divers

research cultures especially
present in the humanities.

By embedding data stewards in
selected research projects, the result
of this project will culminate in an agile

framework consisting of a large set of

quality criteria at its core and an open

source software application for self-assessment

and analysis by the research projects and/or

discipline. With the support of embedded data
stewards, projects will be able to evaluate their current
practices on a scale from "beginner" to "expert" and to
design individual action plans depending on their specific
self-improvement objectives.

Self-assessment
framework
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