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ABSTRACT

Crosswalk, formerly Setup Files Creator, which makes it easy for 
archivists, curators, programmers, and non-programmers to 
create SAS, SPSS, and STATA setup files for ASCII dataset that 
do not have programs to read them, made its debut as a Demo 
presentation at the 2017 IDCC in Edinburgh.  Since then, original 
features were improved and new features were added including: 
a) re-engineered code structure to make it easily extensible to 
accommodate programs beyond the three leading proprietary 
software packages mentioned above; b) expanded DDI 
Codebook 2.5 metadata that includes documents, study, and file 
descriptions; c) ability to write setup files for ASCII data with 
multiple records per case and binary data with multiple punches 
per column; and d) its latest addition, ability to write setup files for 
R minus variable and value labels because R does not have 
variable and value labels commands similar to the other three 
packages.  This poster will take attendees to the inputs, the "black 
box," outputs, and improvements to Crosswalk since its debut in 
Edinburgh.
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Warning!  When reading multiple-records-per-case fixed width data 
using R, the end-of-line (CR-LF) of a particular record(line) should be 
the same (consistent) across all cases or else R will not be able to 
read the file correctly i.e., it will be pulling data from the wrong column.


