
International Digital Curation Conference, Melbourne AUS, 4-7 Feb 2019

Milestones in Addressing 
Research and Digital Data 

Challenges in the Biodiversity 
and Ecological Sciences

William Michener
University of New Mexico, USA



Milestones (1961-1980)

1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1988 19791961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1980

IBP
The International Biological Program (IBP): 
1964-1974

“… data policies and protocols were never 
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Experimentation with “big 
science” and building a 
data science community
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• Building science- and data-
communities/networks 

• Creating metadata 
standards and repositories

• First synthesis center
• First data policy
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• Maturation of data 
repositories and data 
federations

• Policies and data sharing
• Citizen science
• “Observatory” science



Thanks for your attention !

What is missing ?
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