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Perspectives on the War

Book of Censorship
for the German Press

Published by the Supreme Censorship
Bureau of the War Press Office
March 1917

source-critical
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Funding

Project management, Design, OCR, IT

Historical research and thematic preparation

Scans

Volumes 1914 - 1918

125 newspapers
ca. 500,000 pages

Project Partners 
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GUI Components

Image slider
– The main
topics

Timeline –
Voyage into
time

Map –
History
where it
happened

Search –
direct path
to the
newspapers
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Image 
slider – the
main topics

Topics, Events, Places
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Image slider – links to a short introduction into the topic
links to relevant articles in the original sources
and lists additional contemporary search terms

Topics, Events, Places

Excitement for the war
The myth of a uniform spirit
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Time line – Time voyages en detail

Topics, Events, Places
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Map –
History
where it
happened

Topics, Events, Places
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Geo –
Navigation 
(district map)

Newspapers 
in the district
Frankfurt am 
Main

Topics, Events, Places
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Geo –
Navigation 
(historical
map 1910)

Topics, Events, Places
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Search

Schenck

Search by date

Full text search
through OCR‘ed
newspapers
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Search Result: Title List
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Search Result: Snippet List
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Pre – Ingest Curation

• defined and relatively static raw data
(newspapers) from reliable sources

• high quality of metadata

Post-Ingest Curation

• Long term preservation is/will be done by
participating libraries and the library network

Curation
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Pre – Ingest Curation

BUT: 
free public access to the repository obliges us to 
classify reliability –
At least censorship during the war makes reading “as 
is” impossible. 

A realistic picture needs to be actively prepared by 
commenting and connotating the sources (guided 
thematic introduction)

Curation
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Curation needs interdisciplinary approach: 

Only cooperation with historical sciences allows for a 
guided thematic approach to the original material

Limited in scope and depth – only specific topics
could be covered

Curation
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Curation within an interdisciplinary approach
• has to deal with different rewarding schemes and

career aspirations in libraries and science

• communication and project schedules to integrate
participants from different institutions

• fluctuation of young(er) researchers (PhDs) has to
be taken into account

• lack of incentives for researchers to make their
data/results freely available

Curation
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Goal of the (this) curation process is not only to
document but to foster learning in a society.
The project tries to contribute to a “commemorative 
culture”

The platform is in use
• for teaching at universities
• in schools for advanced courses in history
• in museums as part of expositions about WWI

Curation
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Thank you for your attention

hwk1.hebis.de

risch@hebis.uni-frankfurt.de


