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Indigenous Sovereignty 
of Language Data

- the Māori example



What is the fundamental issue?

• Science community 
– Open Science
– Big Data
– Open Data

• Indigenous community
– Large collections of indigenous information
– Lack of awareness, lack of ownership, lack of control
– Issues are multiplying



WHAT IS INDIGENOUS DATA?
Data, information and knowledge, in any format, that impacts Indigenous  
Peoples, nations, and communities at the collective and individual levels:
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INDIGENOUS DATA  
SOVEREIGNTY

Indigenous Data Sovereignty is a discourse  
about rights and interests

1. Data for Governance: Gaining access to use  
data to transform the lives of our people.

2. Governance of Data: Managing access to  
data to ensure use is relevant and  responsive.









Some Key Data Sovereignty Questions

1. Who’s data is it?

2. Who receives benefit?

3. Who will have control over it?

4. Who receives financial gain?



2005 - Microsoft Office and Windows



2009 - Google



A Māori Language Corpus

• Sourced from my own collections, language friends, 
public sources, Taura Whiri, Muka, Mātāpuna 
sources, NZDB, MBC, dictionaries, paipera tapu, etc.

• 3,750,709 words of raw text
• 1,835,001 words of translations
• 679,977 words in dictionaries



2012 - Macroniser



2017 - SwiftKey
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