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Publishers’ role in the past 

Chang and McDonough (1955) J Heredity 46:1 41-44  
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What we do now 

 Good things about Supplementary Information 

•  Easy to submit with manuscript 

•  Published with primary article 

•  Flexible file formats 

•  Long term security 

•  Can be part of article peer review 

•  Could have dois 

•  Could have rules and standards 



What we do now 

Problems with Supplementary Information 

•  Published with primary article 

•  Flexible file formats 

•  Inconsistent access control 

•  Often not part of article peer review 

•  May be used as a substitute for article content 

•  No curation 
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What should be done with data? 

a)  Personal data archives 

b)  Institutional repositories 

c)  Subject-based repositories 



What should be done with data? 

Subject-based repositories 
• Discoverability and useability 
• Appropriate standards 
• Appropriate curation 
• Community consensus 
    



What should be done with data? 

Subject archive Funding 
GenBank NIH 
Dryad (JISC, NSF) 

Learned societies, 
individuals, publishers  

TAIR Corporate sponsorship 
Pangaea University 

££? 
Long term security? 
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What our role should[n’t] be 

• Data archiving 

• Policing data archiving 

• Paying for archiving 



What our role should be (1) 

1.  Dois for Supplementary Information 

2.  Defining Supplementary Information 

3.  Integrating data submission with online 
submission 



What our role should be (2) 

4. Gatekeepers 

‘It is the expectation of the American Naturalist that authors will make the data 
underlying published articles publicly available. The American Naturalist 
encourages authors to deposit the data associated with accepted papers in a 
public archive.’ 

‘BioMed Central has drafted a position statement on data sharing, open data and 
licensing, and we invite the wider scientific community to join the discussion to 
help us define an explicit open data licensing policy going forwards.’ 



What our role should be (3) 

5.  Linking 

Fischer et al. (2010) NAR 38:18 6089-6101  



What our role should be (4) 

6.  Value-added linking 



Summary 

• Longevity 

• Supplementary data is not the answer 

• Facilitation of 3rd party deposition and curation  


