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The Arts Research and Teaching Server (ARTS) was set up in 2005 to 
support University of St Andrews arts computing needs. The remit of 
ARTS is not only to host local research and teaching resources; but, 
as the server develops, it will demonstrate various aspects of arts 
computing in combination, such as: sustainable resource creation, 
the use of existing electronic resources,  and ICT methods.  

Thus ARTS is intended as a growing research and training resource 
for arts computing.

Central management of the server, along with advice given to 
individual projects, allow for co-ordination of resource creation so 
that technical solutions of interest to a number of current and future 
projects are developed and shared. 
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Sustainable resource creation for the Arts in an institutional context

National context
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Institutional context

IT Services
Traditionally a university computing service provides the technical ICT infrastructure and some training to users that is usually 
restricted to teaching them how to use standard applications software. Thus users become familiar with various features of 
software; but they normally do not learn methods that are of importance to academic resource creation or data management. 
Cultural change, therefore, also needs to take place on the level of central support provision.
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Academics in Arts and Humanities subjects
Sustainable resource creation requires collaboration and standardisation; but these requirements are not intrinsic to Arts 
subjects. In Arts subjects research results are the outcome of interpretation and are often based on work of individuals as 
opposed to research groups. Consequently traditional research practices clash with the requirements of conducting research in 
an environment that is increasingly dominated by the use of ICT. This clash calls for cultural change.
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j Arts research conducted in isolation as the work of individuals, each 
using their own IT solutions with only limitted central support.

The arts server 
encourages the 
sharing of technical 
solutions among 
academics, while 
at the same 
time it acts as a 
training resource 
for sustainable 
resource creation.


