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Early policy context 

•  RCUK open access policy 2005: 
–  Mandated OA of RCUK-funded outputs (but 

no sanctions) 
–  Relied on discipline-based and institutional 

repositories 
–  Data: Relied on Research Council services 

and established a future aspiration: 
 ‘Further work is needed to develop a common framework of 
policies and procedures for determining what sets of data are 
collected, whether in university or in Council-run repositories or 
elsewhere; and how and on what terms they are made accessible 
to the research community and others’ 



LSE record to date 

•  LSE Research Online (LSERO) 
–  Academic Board mandate since 2008 

–  …but only five datasets 
 
 



Current policy context 

•  ESRC data management plans April 2011 
•  Also other funders (eg NIH/NSF) – see DCC 

resource 
•  EPSRC research data management May 2011 

–  Institutional, not individual, obligation 
–  Mandate backed by monitoring and threat of sanction 

•  Finch – outputs and data 
•  Next REF? 



LSE current developments 

•  Possible LSERO developments as part of 
a current research information system 
(CRIS) 

•  Institutional OA publication fund (incl. 
RCUK OA block grant) 

•  Research Data Management working 
group 

•  High Performance Computing 



RDM working group 

•  Established just before EPSRC mandate 
•  Emphasises the fundamental benefits 
•  EPSRC and Finch ‘boosts’ 
•  Cross-service approach, including 

researchers 
•  DCC support 



RDM working group approach 

•  Develop roadmap (May 2012 EPSRC 
deadline) 

•  Consult academics/administrators 
•  Analyse funder obligations (not just 

EPSRC) 
•  Determine current and future needs 
•  Pilot project/feasibility study 



RDM pilot project 

•  12 months 
•  Prepare data management policy 
•  Establish a research data support service 
•  Raise awareness and providing training 



RDMWG survey findings 

•  JISC-funded DICE (digital communication 
enhancement) project + DCC CARDIO 

•  Current storage/management practices 
•  Difficulties of scoping storage requirement  
•  Importance of PGRs/post-docs 
•  Importance of infrastructure and training 



Challenges - researchers 

•  Awareness raising: 
– Of data management plans 
– Of RDM fundamental benefits 
– Of data licensing obligations 

•  Storage risks 
•  Security concerns 
•  ‘Hearts and minds’ buy-in needed; change 

of culture; enhanced motivations 



Challenges – technical 

•  Defining research data 
•  Managing development and curation 
•  Technical standards and metadata 
•  Determining storage space/strategy 
•  Legal/IP 
•  Citation protocols 



Challenges – managerial 

•  ‘Management’ of publication strategies 
•  Application to ‘unfunded’ research data 
•  Managerial collaboration 
•  Managerial priority – investment 
•  Integration with OA policies/practices 
•  Integration with HPC 
•  Perspective of LSE as a publisher 



The Institutional Perspective 

David Coombe 
Director of the Research Division 
London School of Economics 
d.coombe@lse.ac.uk 

DCC Roadshow 20 November 2012 
Institutional Challenges in the Data Decade 
 
 


