
Comparing example DMP responses 

Researchers often ask for examples to help them understand the level of detail required in plans. DMPs should contain enough information for reviewers to 

be reassured that the plans are robust. However they do not need to go into excessive detail - there is often a strict page limit. The key thing is to ensure the 

plans are feasible and appropriate. The table below compares the satirical responses from Dr Brown with model answers from ICPSR, NIH and the University 

of Bristol. 

Theme Satirical response Example answer 

Data 

organisation 

The directory structure will be custom, not self-explanatory, 

and in no way documented or described. 

Data will be stored in a CVS system and checked in and out for purposes of versioning. 

Variables will use a standardized naming convention consisting of a prefix, root, suffix 

system. Separate files will be managed for the two kinds of records produced: one file for 

respondents and another file for children with merging routines specified. [1] 

Metadata and 

documentation 

No source code documentation will be present, of course - we 

don't need it ourselves, after all! 

Metadata will be tagged in XML using the Data Documentation Initiative (DDI) format. The 

codebook will contain information on study design, sampling methodology, fieldwork, 

variable-level detail, and all information necessary for a secondary analyst to use the data 

accurately and effectively. [1] 

Quality 

assurance 

We will make sure that any CSV files we do eventually produce 

will have format errors, such as missing or extra commas. They 

will also be encoded in ISO 8859-16, "by accident". 

For quantitative data files, the [repository] ensures that missing data codes are defined, that 

actual data values fall within the range of expected values and that the data are free from 

wild codes. Processed data files are reviewed by a supervisory staff member before release. 

[1] 

Storage and 

backup 

I will store all data on at least one, and possibly up to 50, hard 

drives in my lab. Backups will rarely, if ever, be done. 

Bristol’s Research Data Storage Facility (RDSF) will be used to store the data during the 

project. The facility represents 2 million pounds of digital resilient storage, with ongoing 

capital investment. The RDSF is overseen by a steering group of senior research and support 

staff, which includes the PVC Research. Backup procedures are robust (overnight backup, 

copies held remotely on tape) and secured access is in place. 

Recordings made in the field will be copied to the RDSF via a secure web connection, by the 

PI, as soon as possible, but some delays are expected due to Sri Lankan facilities. Therefore 

an external, portable hard drive (and an identical copy, for redundancy purpose) will be used 

for backup in the field. These will remain the responsibility of the PI and filmmaker (each will 

be carried separately).Checking the quality of recordings made and photographs taken each 

day will be the responsibility of the PI. [3] 



Data sharing When required to make the data available by my program 

manager, my collaborators, and ultimately by law, I will 

grudgingly do so by placing the raw data on an FTP site, named 

with UUIDs like 4e283d36-61c4-11df-9a26-edddf420622d. I 

will under no circumstances make any attempt to provide 

analysis source code, documentation for formats, or any 

metadata with the raw data. When requested (and ONLY 

when requested), I will provide an Excel spreadsheet linking 

the names to data sets with published results. This 

spreadsheet will likely be wrong - but since no one will be able 

to analyze the data, that won't matter. 

Data products from this study will be made available without cost to researchers and 

analysts. User registration is required in order to access or download files. As part of the 

registration process, users must agree to the conditions of use governing access to the public 

release data, including restrictions against attempting to identify study participants, 

destruction of the data after analyses are completed, reporting responsibilities, restrictions 

on redistribution of the data to third parties, and proper acknowledgement of the data 

resource. Registered users will receive user support, as well as information related to errors 

in the data, future releases, workshops, and publication lists. [2] 

 

Restrictions on 

sharing 

Any design notes on the data analysis are in our private e-mail, 

and we will fight to the death - up to and including ignoring 

FOI requests - to prevent you from obtaining them. 

The data will be deposited with [repository] but not disseminated for one year to give the 

investigators time to publish their findings. [1] 

Sources used for example answers: 

[1] ICPSR Framework for a Data Management Plan http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/content/datamanagement/dmp/framework.html  

[2] NIH Examples of data sharing plans http://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/data_sharing/data_sharing_guidance.htm#ex  

[3] University of Bristol Example AHRC Technical Plan http://data.bris.ac.uk/files/2013/02/data.bris-AHRC-Technical-Plan-v21.pdf  

 


