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Drivers for data management & sharing

declaration

data are a public good and 

should be openly available

Common Principles on Data Policy

www.rcuk.ac.uk/research/Pages/DataPolicy.aspx

https://royalsociety.org/policy/projects

/science-public-enterprise/Report

Calls for “intelligent openness”

- data must be accessible, useable, 

assessable and intelligible

Code of practice for research
http://ukrio.org/publications/code-of-practice-for-research



UK research funders’ data policies

www.dcc.ac.uk/resources/policy-and-legal/overview-funders-data-policies



Summary page for each funder

www.dcc.ac.uk/resources/policy-and-legal/research-funding-policies/esrc



On the whole funders expect:

• timely release of data
- once patents are filed or on (acceptance for) publication

• open data sharing
- minimal or no restrictions if possible

• preservation of data • preservation of data 
- typically 5-10+ years for data of long-term value

• data management and sharing plan
- usually at grant application stage to show how you comply with policy

See the RCUK Common Principles on data policy: 

www.rcuk.ac.uk/research/Pages/DataPolicy.aspx



5 common themes in a DMP

1. Description of data to be collected / created
(i.e. content, type, format, volume...)

2. Standards / methodologies for data collection & management 

3. Ethics and Intellectual Property
(highlight any restrictions on data sharing e.g. embargoes, confidentiality)

4. Plans for data sharing and access 
(i.e. how, when, to whom)

5. Strategy for long-term preservation



AHRC DATA POLICY

Requirements and support



AHRC data requirements

• AHRC expects digital outputs or technologies produced by projects to be 

preserved for an appropriate period after the end of project funding.

• The AHRC normally expects digital outputs that are preserved and/or 

sustained to be freely available to the research community.

• If digital outputs are planned, a Technical Plan is submitted at the • If digital outputs are planned, a Technical Plan is submitted at the 

application stage. This must not exceed four pages.

• AHRC awards cannot cover any direct costs relating to the expenditure 

occurring after the end date of the grant, though they can cover 

appropriate costs of preparation and ingest of digital outputs that are 

incurred within the funding period. 

www.ahrc.ac.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/Research-Funding-Guide.pdf



Headings for the Technical Plan

1. Summary of Digital Outputs and Digital Technologies

2. Technical Methodology 
– 2a: Standards and Formats 

– 2b: Hardware and Software 

– 2c: Data Acquisition, Processing, Analysis and Use – 2c: Data Acquisition, Processing, Analysis and Use 

3. Technical Support and Relevant Experience

4. Preservation, Sustainability and Use 
– 4a: Preserving Your Data 

– 4b: Ensuring Continued Access and Use of Your Digital Outputs

www.ahrc.ac.uk/SiteCollectionDocuments/Research-Funding-Guide.pdf (pp51-59)



Writing a technical plan

• Case study based on a digital 
humanities project at the 
Open University

• Reflects on collaborating • Reflects on collaborating 
with other units for technical 
expertise

• Provides lessons on planning 
for sustainability and writing 
a DMP

www.dcc.ac.uk/resources/developing-rdm-services/dmps-arts-and-humanities



Example technical plan

• Sample DMP shared by 
University of Bristol

• Based on Religion and 
Theology project, Theology project, 
investigating ritualistic 
food offerings 

• Includes AHRC reviewer 
comments

http://data.bris.ac.uk/files/2014/02/data.bris-AHRC-example-Technical-Plan.pdf



Potential data services

http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk

www.clarin.eu

www.dariah.eu



ESRC DATA POLICY

Requirements and support



ESRC data policy

• Several principles that align with RCUK

• Detailed implementation notes

• Roles and responsibilities split across:
Grant applicants – Grant applicants 

– Grant holders

– Grant holders’ institutions

– The ESRC 

– ESRC data service providers

www.esrc.ac.uk/_images/research-data-policy_tcm8-34123.pdf



Specific requirements
Project planning / application

• Researchers are required to submit a DMP as part of the grant application process

• Costs for long-term preservation can not be included in grant proposals

• Legal, ethical or commercial constraints should be considered in detail before commencing research with 

the aim of maximising data sharing

Data sharing

• Data will be made available for re-use free of charge, as open data, safeguarded data or controlled data

• An embargo period can be applied, but is generally no longer than 12 months from the end of the grant

• Research data should be deposited with a responsible repository within three months of the grant ending

• Research data should be accompanied by high-quality documentation and metadata to provide secondary 

users with essential information to independently understand the data, enable discovery, and allow for 

scientific re-use

Publication and reuse

• When research findings are published, the data that support these findings should be deposited at the 

same time with a responsible digital repository.

• All publications based on data resulting from an ESRC grant should include information on where and how 

the data can be accessed, ideally via a formal citation.

• All users of existing data resources have the responsibility to acknowledge the intellectual ownership of 

data via formal citation or co-authorship



Data Management Plan

• Assessment of existing data

• Information on new data

• Quality assurance of data

• Backup and security of data

• Management and curation of data

• Difficulties in data sharing and measures to overcome these

• Consent, anonymisation and strategies to enable further re-use of data

• Copyright and Intellectual Property ownership

• Responsibilities

http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/manage-data/plan/dmp-esrc.aspx



Managing and sharing data: 

a best practice guide

http://data-archive.ac.uk/media/2894/managingsharing.pdf



• Sample consent forms to reuse

• A table of recommended file formats

• Models and tools for version control

The UKDA guide includes:

• Models and tools for version control

• Best practice on storing and transferring data securely

• Guidance on costing data management

• Practical case studies on each topic

• A data management checklist



UKDA training materials

Each section contains:

• introductory powerpoint(s)

• presenter's guide - where necessary

• exercises and introduction to exercises• exercises and introduction to exercises

• quizzes

• answers

http://data-archive.ac.uk/create-manage/training-resources



Depositing with UKDA

http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/deposit-data/how-to/esrc-award-holders.aspx



SUPPORT FOR RESEARCH DATA MANAGEMENT

Tools, resources, examples and guidance

Image CC-BY by GotCredit www.flickr.com/photos/jakerust/16844834832



DCC How to guides

• Data citation and linking

• Licensing research data

• Selecting what to keep

• Writing lay summaries• Writing lay summaries

• Developing a DMP

• ... 

www.dcc.ac.uk/resources/how-guides



Training materials

FOSTER project

• Open science training

• Courses across EU

• Free online training course

• Aimed at PhD students • Courses across EU

• Portal to OA materials

• Guidance on Horizon 2020

• Aimed at PhD students

• Case studies, quizzes etc

• Data handling tutorials

– R

– SPSS

– ArcGIS

– Nvivo

http://datalib.edina.ac.uk/mantra www.fosteropenscience.eu



DCC tools catalogue

A catalogue of RDM tools for different audiences. 

Tools for researchers focus on data handling, managing 

workflows, citation and impact.

www.dcc.ac.uk/resources/external/tools-services



Metadata standards catalogue

• Good metadata is key for research data access and re-use

• Many disciplines have formalised community metadata standards

• Use relevant standards for interoperability

www.dcc.ac.uk/resources/metadata-standards



Data repositories

• Does your publisher or funder suggest a repository?

• Are there data centres or community databases for your discipline?

• Does your university offer support for long-term preservation?

Zenodo

http://databib.org  

http://service.re3data.org/search

Zenodo

• OpenAIRE-CERN joint effort

• Multidisciplinary repository

• Multiple data types

– Publications

– Long tail of research data

• Citable data (DOI)

• Links funding, publications, 

data & software

www.zenodo.org



Support on Data Management Plans

• Checklist on what to include

• How to guide on developing a plan

• Guidance on assessing plans (forthcoming)

• Webinars and training materials• Webinars and training materials

• DMPonline tool

• Example DMPs

www.dcc.ac.uk/resources/data-management-plans



DMPonline tool

• Presents requirements from funders

• Guidance from funder, uni, discipline…

• Example / suggested answers

• Ability to share plans with collaborators

• Leave comment and suggestions

• Export into a variety of formats

• …

https://dmponline.dcc.ac.uk



Thanks – any questions?

DCC guidance, tools and case studies:

www.dcc.ac.uk/resourceswww.dcc.ac.uk/resources

Follow us on twitter:

@digitalcuration and #ukdcc


